
To 

Office of the Managing Director

Federal Communications Commission

1919 M. Street, N.W., Room 450

Washington, D.C.   20554

Re Regulatory Fee Demand Letters, Regulatory Flexibility Act, and most importantly

Petition for Additional Time to Respond



Before the

Federal Communications Commission

Washington, DC 20554

In the matter of:

Waiver of Regulatory Fee for FY 2010 )

Fireweed Communications LLC )

Anchorage, Alaska )

FRN 00101721109 )

To: Managing Director, Office of Managing Director

Petition Requesting Additional Time to Respond to Demand Letter

Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 1.3 and 1.1910 (3) (I), Fireweed Communication LLC (Fireweed)  and 

its members, Jeremy Lansman and Carol E Schatz (Members) for good cause hereby petition the 

Commission for additional time to reply to “Demand Letters” (Letter) dated 05/29/2013 and 

attached herewith.

Background:

Fireweed holds authority to broadcast under the FCC call sign KYES-TV and associated LPTV 

and translator stations.  Under FCC rules Fireweed is obligated under §1.1151 to pay an annual 

regulatory fee (Fee), or request a waiver for such payments pursuant to  §1.1166.

Under Paragraph 3 of the Letter Fireweed is given 15 days1 from the date of the letter in which it 

may “request an opportunity to...”, among other things, “...seek agency review of the basis for 

the Debt.”  Furthermore, if Fireweed fails to make a written request, “After 15-days, you will be 

deemed to have waived any right not exercised...”

1The letter does not cite authority for that specific deadline.
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In Dockets 08-65, 12-201, and 13-58 the commission opened a NPRM and FNPRM (Fee 

Proceeding) regarding collection of Regulatory Fees.  It is Fireweed's intention to comment in 

that proceeding.

One of the points Fireweed will make is that the Commission has, inadvertently we hope, 

constructed a Catch 222 making it impossible for Fireweed to exercise its rights.  In a prior 

decision, Fireweed requested a Regulatory Fee Waiver.  In response3 the Office of Managing 

Director said that under Internal Revenue Service (IRS) rules, Fireweed's members must also 

submit financial information.   However, under IRS rules Members need not file IRS returns by 

the same date the Commission requires a filing under  its Fee rules.  The Commission's deadline 

is in September for a current fiscal year, while the IRS deadline is April 15 of the following year. 

Members often have to request IRS extensions, which was the case for the year subject to the 

OMD letter attached.   

In relevant part, the letter states4,

 “Fireweed LLC is organized as a limited liability company, and as such, unless an election is made with 

the Internal Revenue Service (IRS), it is classified as a partnership for federal income tax purposes.  You 

did not provide relevant tax information, or other relevant financial information, so we follow the IRS 

default classification.   As such, the profits and losses pass through the business entity to the members, and 

because of that treatment, it is difficult to define a bright line between the business entities financial 

records...and personal financial records.   Hence, our requirement that the regulatee "fully document" its 

financial position extends to the limited liability company members gross income, assets, liabilities, and 

cash flows.

We think it is not appropriate to argue issues in this request, rather we state our situation to 

justify your grant to us of additional time.

2“A catch-22 is a paradoxical situation in which an individual cannot or is incapable of avoiding a problem because 

of contradictory constraints or rules. Often these situations are such that solving one part of a problem only creates 

another problem, which ultimately leads back to the original problem. Catch-22s often result from rules, regulations, 

or procedures that an individual is subject to but has no control over.”   http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catch-22_

%28logic%29
3Letter Attached.
4Letter from Mark Stephens, dated June 9, 2011, attached.
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Why Request Additional Time to Reply as a Petition?:

We know that it is customary to ask via telephone for additional time to reply5.  We did call to 

make such a request.  Last Friday June 07, 2013, at 8:04 AM US Eastern Time (14:04 SAST), 

Member Jeremy Lansman wrote to arinquiry@fcc.gov via e-mail to request additional time to 

respond to the Demand Letter. 

 
This is in regard to six letters addressed to Fireweed Communications LLC, printed 5/29/2013 demanding 

payment for regulatory fees. 

The body of the letter states in part, "...you have 15 days from the date of this Demand letter.." to exercise 

such rights enumerated further on in the letter. 

The purpose of this email is to notify you that the letter was received, and is being acted upon, but also to 

request additional time, an additional 15 days, until June 29th, to make a formal response.

A response was received the same day, time stamped 07/06/2013 22:02 SAST.

Unfortunately, our system has no way to annotate an additional 15 days for a response.  Please be advised 

that our records show that fees are unpaid for 2011 and 2012 for this account. You can view the bill detail 

on line in the Red Light Display system using the FRN and password.  If you need a FRN password reset, 

please call 1-877-480-3201 option 1 or 717-338-2888.

It appears the request was not addressed, other than to say, “our system cannot annotate...” a 

delay request!  

Further Justification for Request for Additional Time to Reply:

In the Fee Proceeding, Fireweed and its members will argue that it and possibly other LLCs have 

been treated inequitably if not unconstitutionally.  To rectify what we see as an error,  Fireweed 

will at a minimum request retroactive adjustment of the fee structure.  Also, we believe it will be 

less of a burden for both the Members and Commission staff to address Fireweed's request in 

5 Call Metadata/ DESTINATION,NAME,DESTINATION,DIRECTION,CALLERID,START 

TIME,RESULT,DURATION,BILLED,DURATION,RATE,FIRST:

UNITED STATES,12024181995,Outbound,04018709,2013-06-07 17:33:57 ,completed, 

278,282,0.0098,6,6,0.04606000,0.0000,0.00463341,,41.222.225.190:52963 
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consolidation with the Fee Proceeding.  Fireweed is a very small business and the provision of 

the Regulatory Flexibility Act6 should provide it some degree of protection.  

Conclusion:

As Fireweed will enter comments in the Fee Proceeding requesting, “agency review of the debt”, 

Fireweed respectfully requests an extension of time to respond which is identical to the comment 

deadline in accordance with the Fee Proceeding, currently set to be June 19, 2013.

Jeremy Lansman, Member of Fireweed Communications LLC hereby states under 

penalty of perjury that the facts stated within this petition are true and correct to the best 

of his knowledge and belief.

Signed/  Jeremy Lansman

Member, Fireweed Communications LLC.

June 10, 2013

6Please see 5 USC § 609 - Procedures for gathering comments.  Note that at NO TIME prior to receiving the 

attached letter stating that personal finances of the members are to be considered in a Waiver request, was this FCC 

rule, or policy, or procedures notified to Fireweed as required by the RFA. 
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